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November 11, 2021

Honorable Janice Hahn, Honorable Hilda Solis, Honorable Holly Mitchell,
Honorable Sheila Kuehl, Honorable Kathryn Barger

Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors

500 Temple St. Room 358

Los Angeles, Ca 90012

Re: ITEM #19 - INVESTMENTS TO ACCELERATE DIGITAL EQUITY
Dear Members of the Board of Supervisors,

On behalf of the Los Angeles County Business Federation (BizFed), a
grassroots alliance of more than 215 diverse business groups mobilizing
410,000 employers with over 4 million employees in Los Angeles County, we
wish to comment on Item#19 relating to ‘Investments to Accelerate Digital
Equity.’

As we move through the COVID-19 pandemic, leading experts, advocates,
and businesses have long touted research that clearly links increased
broadband affordability and digital adoption to better economic, social and
educational outcomes.

Regarding the motion before you, we would like to share the following
comments with you:

1. Establish the County’s lead department (Support). BizFed
supports the recommendation of designating the Internal Services
Department as the lead department responsible for ensuring the
County’s efforts on all broadband infrastructure and residential
services initiatives.

2. Conduct a Countywide campaign on financial subsidy
programs (Support). While BizFed support’s this section, it is
important to identify a consistent funding stream, from beginning to
end, that will support countywide campaign subsidy programs like the
Federal Emergency Broadband Benefit. Establishing a fiscal
framework will help maximize the outreach efforts and provide
immediate impact to expanding access for low-income communities.

3. Expand and/or enter into new agreements with the County’s
existing broadband and/or carrier agreements for public
access and use (Support). Working with providers and taking
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advantage of existing infrastructure already available throughout the
county will be the safest, most secure path to attain equitable access
immediately. BizFed supports this section. Entering into an agreement
with existing providers who have and continue to provide low-cost
services before and during the pandemic have proven to also be the
most knowledgeable in the industry.

4. Provide options for internet solutions, including cost estimates
and timeline (Oppose). BizFed is strongly opposed to this section
as it will seek to build an inferior and duplicative system, via
community wireless networks, for vulnerable communities that will
only deepen the digital divide. A County-led public broadband
infrastructure would cost billions and take years, if not decades, to
design and build. Further, a publicly-owned broadband will have
difficulty sustaining itself and may not evolve over time with the
innovations necessary to meet future demands, ultimately creating a
two-tier system of haves and have-nots.

We strongly urge the Board to take these comments into consideration
moving forward and thank you for your attention to this very important
matter. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact our
BizFed Policy Manager, Chris Wilson, at (562) 201-6034 or
chris.wilson@bizfed.org.

Sincerely,
ST TS MM&%@?« Al
Donna Dupperon David Fleming Tracy Hernandez
BizFed Chair BizFed Founding Chair BizFed Founding CEO
Torrance Area Chamber IMPOWER, INC.

Los Angeles County Business Federation / 6055 E. Washington Blvd. #1005, Commerce, California 90040 / T:323.889.4348 /
www.bizfed.org


mailto:chris.wilson@bizfed.org

7-Eleven Franchise Owners Association of
Southern California

Action Apartment Association

Alhambra Chamber of Commerce

American Beverage Association

Apartment Association of Greater Los Angeles

II\partment Association, CA Southern Cities,
nc.

Arcadia Association of Realtors
AREAA North Los Angeles SFV SCV
Armenian Trade and Labor Association

Associated Builders & Contractors, Inc.
Southern California Chapter

Association of Club Executives

Association of Independent Commercial
Producers

Azusa Chamber of Commerce

Bell Gardens Chamber of Commerce
Beverly Hills Bar Association
Beverly Hills Chamber of Commerce
Biocom California - Los Angeles

BICEPP

Black Business Association
BNI4SUCCESS

Bowling Centers of Southern California
Boyle Heights Chamber of Cc ce

Building Industry Association - Baldyview

Building Industry Association - LA/Ventura
Counties

Building Industry Association - Southern
California

Building Owners & Managers Association of
Greater Los Angeles

Burbank Association of REALTORS
Burbank Chamber of Commerce

Business and Industry Council for Emergency
Planning and Preparedness

Business Resource Group

CA Natural Resources Producers Assoc
CalAsian Chamber

Calabasas Chamber of Commerce

California Apartment Association- Los
Angeles

California Asphalt Pavement Association
California Bankers Association

California Business Properties Association
California Business Roundtable

California Cannabis Industry Association
California Cleaners Association

California Construction Industry and
Materials Association

California Contract Cities Association
California Fashion Association
California Gaming Association
California Grocers Association
California Hispanic Chamber
California Hotel & Lodging Association

California Independent Oil Marketers
Association (CIOMA)

California Independent Petroleum Association
California Life Sciences Association

California Manufacturers & Technology
Association

California Metals Coalition
California Restaurant Association
California Retailers Association
California Small Business Alliance
California Self Storage Association

California Society of CPAs - Los Angeles
Chapter

California Trucking Association
Carson Chamber of Commerce

Carson Dominguez Employers Alliance
Central City Association

Century City Chamber of Commerce

Chatsworth/Porter Ranch Chamber of
Commerce

Citrus Valley Association of Realtors
Claremont Chamber of Commerce

Coalition for Renewable Natural Gas
Coalition for Small Rental Property Owners

Commercial Industrial Council/Chamber of
Commerce

Construction Industry Air Quality Coalition
Construction Industry Coalition on Water
Quality

Council on Trade and Investment for Filipino
Americans

Covina Chamber

Crescenta Valley Chamber of Commerce
Culver City Chamber of Commerce
Downey Association of REALTORS

Downey Chamber of Commerce

Downtown Center Business Improvement
District

Downtown Long Beach Alliance

El Monte/South El Monte Chamber

El Segundo Chamber of Commerce
Employers Group

Encino Chamber of Commerce

Energy Independence Now

Engineering Contractor's Association

EXP

F.A.S.T.- Fixing Angelenos Stuck in Traffic
Friends of Hollywood Central Park
FuturePorts

Gardena Valley Chamber

Gateway to LA

Glendale Association of Realtors

Glendale Chamber

Glendora Chamber

Greater Antelope Valley AOR

Greater Bakersfield Chamber of Commerce
Greater Lakewood Chamber of Commerce

Greater Leimert Park Village Crenshaw
Corridor Business Improvement District

Greater Los Angeles African American
Chamber

Greater Los Angeles Association of REALTORS

Greater Los Angeles New Car Dealers
Association

Greater San Fernando Valley Regional
Chamber

Harbor Association of Industry and
Commerce

Harbor Trucking Association

Historic Core BID of Downtown Los Angeles
Hollywood Chamber

Hong Kong Trade Development Council
Hospital Association of Southern California
Hotel Association of Los Angeles
Huntington Park Area Chamber of Commerce
ICBWA

Independent Cities Association

Industrial Environmental Association
Industry Business Council

Inland Empire Economic Partnership

International Cannabis Business Women
Association

Irwindale Chamber of Commerce
La Cafada Flintridge Chamber

LA Fashion District BID

LA South Chamber of Commerce
Lancaster Chamber of Commerce
Larchmont Boulevard Association
Latin Business Association

Latino Food Industry Association
Latino Restaurant Association
LAX Coastal Area Chamber
League of California Cities

Long Beach Area Chamber

Long Beach Economic Partnership
Los Angeles Area Chamber

Los Angeles County Board of Real Estate

Los Angeles County Waste Management
Association

Los Angeles Economic Development
Corporation

Los Angeles Gateway Chamber of Commerce

Los Angeles Gay & Lesbian Chamber of
Commerce

Los Angeles Latino Chamber

Los Angeles Parking Association

MADIA Tech Launch

Malibu Chamber of Commerce

Marketplace Industry Association

Motion Picture Association of America, Inc.
MovelLA

Multicultural Business Alliance

NAIOP Southern California Chapter

Nareit

National Association of Tobacco Outlets
National Association of Waterfront Employers

National Association of Women Business
Owners - CA

National Association of Women Business
Owners - LA

National Federation of Independent Business
National Hookah Community Association

National Latina Business Women's
Association

Orange County Business Council
Pacific Merchant Shipping Association

BizFed Association Members

Pacific Palisades Chamber

Panorama City Chamber of Commerce
Paramount Chamber of Commerce
Pasadena Chamber

Pasadena Foothills Association of Realtors
PhRMA

Planned Parenthood Affiliates of California
Pomona Chamber

Rancho Southeast Association of Realtors
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